The Honorable ________________

State of Alaska

PO Box 110001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

(Today’s date)

Dear Representative  (Fill in your Representative’s name):

:

The Alaska Museum of Natural History respectfully requests your personal consideration that funding in the amount of $1,900,000 be added to the legislative funding priority for the 2006 session. This is a multi-stage, multi-year capital project involving planning, design, and implementation/construction.

The Museum, successfully residing in Eagle River from 1994 to 2002, was granted a new facility in Mountain View through a Community Development Block Grant subsequent to the unfortunate loss of its Eagle River home.  This facility is a simple steel structure of 12,000 square feet, well suited for a museum.  The Museum took possession in November 2004 and has moved its collections of some 10,000 cultural, geologic, and natural history specimens into the building.

Early in 2005 Alaska Theater of Youth moved into the 6,000 sq. ft. second story of our facility as a tenant.  Our request includes an extension to the museum that will provide adequate, separate space for the needs of ATY on a long-term basis.  The renovation will also provide facilities promoting partnership with Chugach Gem and Mineral Society in providing permanent exhibit space for their extensive collections, and shared facilities for educational programs, meetings and public workshops, greatly expanding their presence in the community. 

This appropriation will facilitate “change of use” code requirements of the Municipality of Anchorage that will include removal of a failing second building on the property for increased parking, addition of fire sprinkler and/or suppression systems, approved heating and ventilation systems and restroom upgrades.

Cost estimates include design and fabrication of professional, high quality exhibits for the interior, (performed in-house to reduce costs), a library and archives, collections room, offices, classroom and additional exhibition spaces for temporary exhibitions.

Legislative funding of the Alaska Museum of Natural History, Alaska Theater of Youth and Chugach Gem and Mineral Society in one project will provide the citizens and youth of Alaska lifetimes of experiences with the wondrously vast history, resources, arts and sciences of our state. It will demonstrate the State’s long-term interest in the education of its youth. This request looks to the future of all Alaskans, offers unequalled return and value for the amount of allocation and provides leveraging power for future educational opportunities.

I urge you to consider the Museum’s request carefully and fully.

Respectfully, 

(Your name here)

