Alaska Natural History Museum

Activity Sheet


Date: January 20, 2006
Activity: Feathers for Flight and Fancy
Approximate time: 1 ½ to 2 hours.
Objectives: Observe the characteristics of feathers.  Compare the characteristics of feathers to materials such as Velcro, zippers, and fur. Compare flight feathers to other feathers and describe the aerodynamic characteristics of feathers on various Alaska birds.
Alaska State Standards:

*I need to fill these in

Materials:

Feathers, Velcro, fur

Hand lenses or microscope

Scissors and glue

Paper for each student to draw their observations
Birds in museum exhibit

Pictures of various types of bird feathers (from books or internet)*  
*I need to find these

Instructions:
Part 1: Microscopic Observations

1. Discuss the function of bird feathers for warmth, camoflauge, mating, and flight.
2. Have students observe a feather, a piece of Velcro, and a piece of fur. They could also look at a piece of their hair if they want. Have them draw their observations for each sample.

3. Complete the table with similarities and differences (see below).

4. Show examples of flight feathers and other feathers. Have students experiment with dropping the two types of feathers and describing what happens with each.

Part 2: Macroscopic Observations

1. 

* I need to add in some info about flight –  sorry it’s not complete yet!
	
	Drawing of material
	Which material is this most like?
	Function of material
	Example of organism with this material

	Feather

	
	
	
	

	Velcro

	
	
	
	

	Fur

	
	
	
	

	Hair
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