Alaska Natural History Museum

Activity Sheet


Date: January 13, 2006
Activity: Make no “bones” about it! Compare the skeletons of a human, a turkey, velociraptor and hadrasaur.
Approximate time: 1 ½ to 2 hours.
Objectives: Assemble paper skeletons of a human, turkey, velociraptor and hadrasaur. Find and describe similarities and differences between the skeletons.  
Alaska State Standards:

*I need to fill these in

Materials:

Copy of skeleton parts for human, turkey, velociraptor, and hadrasaur for each student.
Scissors and glue

Paper for each student to assemble and glue skeleton

Skeletons in museum exhibit

Labeled diagrams of skeletons of each organism

Instructions:
1. Discuss the function of the skeleton.

2. Ask students to describe some differences between bird and human skeletons.  Make a list on a white board or paper.  Discuss the reasons bird skeletons might be lighter, stronger, etc.

3. Give each student jumbled skeleton parts,* scissors, glue and paper.

4. Have students assemble the skeletons and label the organism using the display skeletons as a guide.

5. Complete the table with similarities and differences (see below).

6. Conclude by discussing and reviewing similarities and differences between skeletons.  If appropriate, discuss the possible evolutionary connections between birds and dinosaurs.

* I need to get these – I will do that when I get back and get them to Alicia.

	Bone or structure


	Which two skeletons are most alike?
	Which two skeletons are the least alike?
	Function of bone or structure in  each organism you listed
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