Alaska Natural History Museum

Activity Sheet


Date: February 17, 2006

Activity: Bats are Batty!

Approximate time: 1 ½ to 2 hours.
Objectives: Observe the characteristics of bats.  Compare the characteristics, habitats,  and diets of bats to birds.

Education Standards:

Materials:

Stella Luna Book

Pictures of bats

Paper for brainstorming

Bat pattern (one per child)

Ticking clock or watch

Empty paper towel rolls (2)

Instructions:

Part 1: What is a bat?

1. Have students brainstorm on what makes a bat different from a bird.  Have them write ideas down, or write them on a large piece of paper.  Ideas might include

· Bats are more active at night

· Bats eat a large variety of insects; some eat fruit

· Bats use echo location

· Bats do not have feathers

· Bats are mammals (describe what that means)

2. Show pictures of bats and birds.  Have students compare wings, beaks/mouths, feet, size, and any other characteristics.

3. Discuss the habitats of bats.  

· Where do they live?  (caves, trees) 

· Do they build nests or lay eggs? (no)  

· How do they roost? (upside down)

· What is a baby bat called? (a pup)

· Bats have a thumb on their wing

4. Discuss how bats can hang upside down.  Students can try hanging their heads and describing the sensation.  Tell them they can try laying on their beds at home and hanging their heads over the edge to see how it feels (but use caution and don’t fall off!).

Part II: Echolocation

How does echolocation work?

Explain that bats emit a sound and listen for the echo.  Have students try it by listen to the clock or watch through a paper towel roll.  Now place the two towels in a vee shape, and place the point near a wall or display case. Put the watch at the end of one tube and have the students listen in the other.  The sound goes down one tube, reflects off the wall and goes down the second tube where the student is listening.
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